
  
VISITORS 

     The presence of Jesus in the gathering of His people is the sweetest blessing we enjoy when we 
meet.  We pray that you will find peace, comfort, and power for living today.             
      A visitor’s card is provided in the book rack, to give us a record of your visit. 
 

SUNDAY      ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
         Bible Study  10:00 AM  Morning Worship                

         Worship   11:00 AM  Evening Worship                 
  Evening        6:00 PM  WEDNESDAY                 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY    6:30 PM  Contribution           $ 
Fellowship Meal  12:30 PM   
(Every 1st Sunday) 

 Men’s Meeting      5:00 PM 
(Last Sunday of every month) 

 
 

Visit our website at www.brunswickcoc.com 
Rick Massey, Minister 
Jim Hobbs, Evangelist 

 
 

910-454-0020 
Brunswick Church of Christ 
4934 Southport/Supply Rd 
PO Box 11032 
Southport, NC 28461 

 
TO OUR FRIENDS: 

                     

 
 

 

       MESSENGER FOR CHRIST 
 

      
 

          BRUNSWICK CHURCH OF CHRIST 
                                        April 5, 2020 
 

          Who's to Blame? 
    by Steve Higginbotham 

 
Whether it is a tsunami, earthquake, tornado, or a pandemic, people invariably ask the 
question, "Who's to blame for all this destruction and loss of life?" 
Generally, the answers fall into two extremes: 
 
There are those who confidently affirm that God would never be responsible for such 
events. After all, God is a God of love (1 John 4:8). 
 
There are those who confidently affirm that God is responsible for such events, and uses 
them as "wake-up calls" to discipline people for their sins. 
 
I am convinced that Scripture teaches that both positions are incorrect and here's why. 
 
Position #1 - God would never be responsible for catastrophic events, for God is a God of 
love. 
 
Reply - A superficial survey of the biblical narrative debunks this theory. The Bible is 
replete with plagues, illnesses,  and natural disasters which were instigated by God. 
Remember the ten plagues God brought upon the Egyptians (Exodus 7-11)? Or how about 
a natural disaster that claimed the entire population of the earth, saving eight people 
(Genesis 6-7)? No, the fact that God is love, does not prevent him from using catastrophes 
to fulfill his purposes. 
 
Position #2 - God is behind all these catastrophic events in an effort as a means of 
disciplining sinners. 
                   Continued… 
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“…The Churches of Christ salute you.”   Romans 16:16 
 

 

Continued… 
 
Reply - The problem with this position is that 
it affirms what one cannot know. While it is 
true that God can use calamities to fulfill his 
purposes, there is no way for us to know that 
present-day calamities are his handiwork. I 
know that God brought the plagues on Egypt 
and brought a flood on the entire world 
because the Bible tells me so. But where 
there is no revelation, I am unable to discern 
between a random act of nature and a 
divinely appointed use of nature. Because of 
our inability to know for certain, we must be 
very careful not to attribute to God what he 
may not have done and inaccurately 
represent him (Job 42:7). 
 
According to the Bible, God has employed 
catastrophes to fulfill his purposes, but the 
only way we know that is true is that he has 
revealed it to us in the Bible. Since we have 
no revelation about modern-day 
catastrophes, we must learn to refrain from 
affirming what we do not know. 
 
Whether a calamity is the result of nature or 
a purposeful act of God, let us allow such 
disasters to remind us of the brevity of life 
and our purpose while we're here. 
 
Mercy Mail 

 
 

     

GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN 
HEAR GOD'S WORD 

Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17 
BELIEVE IN JESUS 

Jn. 8:24 
REPENT OF SINS 

Lk. 13:3; 2 Cor. 7:10 
CONFESS JESUS' NAME 

Mt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10;  
Mt. 16:15-16 
BE BAPTIZED 

Mk. 16:15-16; Mt. 28:18-19; Acts 2:38, 41; Acts 22:16; 
Rom. 6:3-4 

LIVE FAITHFUL UNTIL DEATH 
Mt. 10:22; Rev. 2:10 

 

````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
The Bible study topic for Wednesday night: 

The Holy Spirit 
Bible study starts at 6:30 PM. 

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
For Your Information 

     Our members can get a Sunday service livestream 
at cacoc.com or go to Central Avenue Church of Christ.  
This is the congregation Don & BJ Lockey attended in 
Valdosta, GA. 
     The church parking lot has been sealed and 
stripped.  It looks great. 
     Your contributions can be mailed to Brunswick 
Church of Christ, PO Box 11032, Southport, NC 28461 
or you can leave your contribution at the church 
building in the collection plate.   

Thanks to Willie Gore and Don Lockey for keeping us 
informed. 

 
 

 

Opportunities to Serve 
   Today     00/00/20                       
Welcome   
Song Leader   
Opening Prayer                                  Cancelled      
Communion                     To Be Announced later 
Scripture Reading  

Speaker     

Closing Prayer   
Evenings   
Nursery 
  The nursery will be open following the communion for children 3 years and under. 

Please remember to pray for the sick, lonely, 
and especially anyone outside Christ. 
 
Deaths 
Paul Rosebrock Family 
Julianne Evans Family 
Families of Victims of the Coronavirus 
 
The complete prayer list is on the bulletin 
board. 
 
James 5:16 
Therefore, confess your sins to each other and 

pray for each other so that you may be 

healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 

powerful and effective. 

  

 

Unleavened Bread for Communion 
Ingredients 
 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
1/3 cup Olive Oil 
1/8 teaspoon salt 
1/3 cup water 
 
Directions 
 
Preheat oven to 425 degrees F (220 
degrees C). Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper. Mix flour, oil, and salt 
together in a bowl; add water and mix 
using a pastry cutter until dough is soft. 
Form dough into 6 balls and press into 
disks onto the prepared baking sheet 
using your hands. Bake in the preheated 
oven until bread is cooked, 8 to 10 
minutes. 
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