
  
VISITORS 

     The presence of Jesus in the gathering of His people is the sweetest blessing we enjoy when we 
meet.  We pray that you will find peace, comfort, and power for living today.             
      A visitor’s card is provided in the book rack, to give us a record of your visit. 
 

SUNDAY      ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
         Bible Study  10:00 AM  Morning Worship            25 

         Worship   11:00 AM  Evening Worship             14    
 Evening        6:00 PM  Wednesday               6 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY    6:30 PM  Contribution          $784.00 
Fellowship Meal  12:30 PM   
(Every 1st Sunday) 
Men’s Meeting      5:00 PM 
(Last Sunday of every month) 

 
 

Visit our website at www.brunswickcoc.com 
Rick Massey, Minister 

 
 
 

910-454-0020 
Brunswick Church of Christ 
4934 Southport/Supply Rd 
PO Box 11032 
Southport, NC 28461 

 
TO OUR FRIENDS: 

 

                     

 

 
    MESSENGER FOR CHRIST 

 
 

     BRUNSWICK CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

March 11, 2018 
 

The Dangers of Desire 
By  Jeff Arnette 

  
    The story of First Samuel begins with a godly woman named Hannah and her 
husband. Her story is one of disappointment, provocation, and an 
overwhelming desire for a son. 
    After much prayer and pleading with God, she gets her son and names him, 
Samuel. Believing that he is a blessing from God she is moved to give him to 
God and promises that he will serve the Lord. This is a turning point in the 
story of Israel and their relationship to God. 
    Israel has drifted from God to the point that the priesthood is corrupt. The 
church, as we would call it, has become like the people and leads the way in 
sin. God will use Samuel to lead the nation back to faith and correct the 
corruption of the priesthood. Don’t miss that the story of God working in His 
people begins with a woman who trusted God and desires something better. 
God often uses godly women who trust Him to make major changes and lead 
the way in bringing His people back to Him. 
    Once Samuel reaches the end of his life and work with Israel the leaders 
decide (again moving away from God’s will) that they need to be like everyone 
else. All the nations around them are powerful. Each one has a king who unites 
them which causes Israel’s leaders to desire to be like the nations around 
them. God has worked through Hannah and her son Samuel to bring the people 
back but now they again desire something other than God. 
    This leads the story to the first king named Saul. God had always led the 
nation but now a flawed human is appointed to lead them. In keeping with their 
desires for worldliness God allows them to appoint someone who will again  
             Continued… 
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“…The Churches of Christ salute you.”   Romans 16:16 
 

Continued… 
 
lead them away from Him. Saul begins 
well enough, but the power soon goes 
to his head and he believes he is in 
charge. The story of Saul, Israel’s first 
king,  
is a story about the dangers of wanting 
to be like the world. Each successive 
story reminds us that taking our eyes 
off God will lead toward failure and sin. 
    Eventually, God appoints a king to 
replace Saul. God allows Samuel to live 
long enough to anoint a young man 
named David. While David is meant to 
be God’s man and lead the nation back 
to God; he was still flawed. He allows 
his desire for a woman, Bathsheba, to 
drive him to adultery, murder, and 
worst of all, away from God. David was 
a great king and a godly man who 
found himself caught up in sin and 
deceit. The dangers of sin and the 
desires to have (no matter what that 
desire is focused on) will always give 
birth to serious consequences in this 
life. David loses his kingdom, his 
family, and the first child born between 
him and Bathsheba. 
    God in his grace, sends Nathan the 
prophet to restore David. Once 
restored David regains the city of 
Jerusalem and builds the nation into a 
world power. God allows our choices 
and desires for sin but we have to live 
with the consequences. 
 

Bulletin Gold 

GOD'S PLAN FOR MAN 
HEAR GOD'S WORD 

Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17 
BELIEVE IN JESUS 

Jn. 8:24 
REPENT OF SINS 

Lk. 13:3; 2 Cor. 7:10 
CONFESS JESUS' NAME 

Mt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10;  
Mt. 16:15-16 
BE BAPTIZED 

Mk. 16:15-16; Mt. 28:18-19; Acts 2:38, 41; Acts 22:16; 
Rom. 6:3-4 

LIVE FAITHFUL UNTIL DEATH 
Mt. 10:22; Rev. 2:10 

 

````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
The Bible study topic for Wednesday night: 

Bible Reading Marathon 
Images of the Master  

 
Bible study starts at 6:30 PM. 

 

 

Opportunities to Serve 
   Today     03/18/18                       
Welcome  Albert Sturdivant   Dick Phillips 
Song Leader  John Bowling    Willie Gore 
Opening Prayer  Willie Gore    John Bowling 
Communion  *Lee Shepherd    *Albert Sturdivant  
   Lynn Means    Dick Phillips 
   Albert Sturdivant   Lynn Means 
Scripture Reading Albert Sturdivant   Lynn Means 
Speaker  Rick Massey    Rick Massey    
Closing Prayer  Albert Sturdivant   Dick Phillips 
Evening   Devotion/Willie Gore   Devotion/Albert Sturdivant 
Nursery                            Hannah Garner    Carolyn Bowling 
 
The nursery will be open following the communion for children 3 years and under . 
 
 Please remember to pray for the sick, lonely, 
and especially anyone outside Christ. 
Health 
Raul Audi  Bill Bartlow 
 
Traveling 
Walsh Family  Susan Connolly  
 
Deaths 
Wigfall Family  Russell Family 
 
General 
Casteel Family 
 
The complete prayer list is on the bulletin 
board. 

 
 

 

 
 

The Ladies bible study will be held Tuesday, 
at 10:30 am in the fellowship room.  We are 
studying  "The Armor of God".  Our time 
together will include prayer and songs of 
praise.  You are welcome to join us. 
`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
 
God has saved us and called us to a holy life 
— not because of anything we have done 
but because of his own purpose and grace. 
This grace was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the beginning of time. 
— 2 Timothy 1:9 

 

 

     Congratulations to Shawn and Danae Casteel.  
Dean Richard Vaughn Casteel was born on March 
9th, 7 lb. 3 oz., 20.5 inches long. 
 
     Danae is Rick and Elaine's oldest daughter.  They 
are now the proud grandparents of another boy. 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/92183123602680565/
https://bible.faithlife.com/bible/niv/2%20Tim%201.9

