
  
VISITORS 

     The presence of Jesus in the gathering of His people is the sweetest blessing we enjoy when we 
meet.  We pray that you will find peace, comfort, and power for living today.             
      A visitor’s card is provided in the book rack, to give us a record of your visit. 
 

SUNDAY      ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
         Bible Study  10:00 AM  Morning Worship             17     

         Worship   11:00 AM  Evening Worship                5        
 Evening        6:00 PM  Wednesday               11  

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY    6:30 PM  Contribution            $858.00 
Fellowship Meal  12:30 PM   
(Every 1st Sunday) 
Men’s Meeting      5:00 PM 
(Last Sunday of every month) 

 
 

Visit our website at www.brunswickcoc.com 
Rick Massey, Minister 

 
 
 

910-454-0020 
Brunswick Church of Christ 
4934 Southport/Supply Rd 
PO Box 11032 
Southport, NC 28461 
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     BRUNSWICK CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

January 8, 2017 
 

Losing Our First Love 
By David R. Ferguson 

 
    As a small child growing up in rural central Illinois, one of my favorite 
memories was of those Sunday mornings when our family of seven children 
loaded up in our father's station wagon and he would drive us and our mother 
to visit one of our sister congregations in the area. Lower Ash Grove Church of 
Christ was one of those congregations we visited. While driving through the 
countryside enjoying the beautiful fall colors one recent afternoon, I found 
myself at the lane leading to Lower Ash Grove Cemetery. I pulled into the lane 
and I have to admit, I was quite saddened at the spectacle of the old 
abandoned church building which I saw greet me so forlornly as it stood under 
the shadows of the trees. 
    I know the church isn't the building. The Bible makes it quite clear that the 
church is comprised of the body of Christ (Ephesians 1:23; Colossians 1:24), 
which is made up of individuals who are immersed, obedient believers (Acts 
2:38) whom God adds to His church (Acts 2:47). But I was saddened, 
nonetheless, by seeing this abandoned building where a once vibrant 
congregation of the Lord's people used to assemble. 
    I wish I could say that what has happened with the Lower Ash Grove Church 
of Christ is the exception for those congregations we used to attend, but 
unfortunately, it has become the rule. Even the congregation we attended as 
members when I was a small child long ago abandoned "the faith which was 
once for all handed down to the saints" (Jude 1:3 [NAS]), and has gone the way  
of apostasy. 
           Continued… 
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     “…The Churches of Christ salute you.”   Romans 16:16 
 
 

God's Plan for Man 
HEAR GOD'S WORD 

Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17 
BELIEVE IN JESUS 

Jn. 8:24 
REPENT OF SINS 

Lk. 13:3; 2 Cor. 7:10 
CONFESS JESUS' NAME 

Mt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10;  
Mt. 16:15-16 
BE BAPTIZED 

Mk. 16:15-16; Mt. 28:18-19; Acts 2:38, 41; 
Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:3-4 

LIVE FAITHFUL UNTIL DEATH 
Mt. 10:22; Rev. 2:10 

 

The Bible study topic for Wednesday night:  
A Study of Colossians 

Bible study starts at 6:30 PM. 

 
 

Opportunities to Serve 
   Today     01/15/17                       
Welcome  Albert Sturdivant   John Bowling 
Song Leader  John Bowling    Willie Gore 
Opening Prayer  Lee Shepherd    Albert Sturdivant 
Communion  *Willie Gore    *Lee Shepherd 
   Lee Shepherd    Josiah Garner 
                                            Josiah Garner    Lynn Means 
Scripture Reading Josiah Garner    Lee Shepherd 
Speaker  Rick Massey    Rick Massey    
Closing Prayer  Albert Sturdivant   John Bowling 
Evening   Devotion    Devotion   
Nursery                            Iris/Hannah Garner   Lelia Gore 
 
The nursery will be open following the communion for children 3 years and under . 
 
 
 
The Nursery will be open to receive children under the age of 3 years following the 
Communion. 
 

Please remember to pray for the sick, lonely, 
and especially anyone outside Christ. 
 

Health 
Frank Hartfield 
Valerie Hatcher (Shirley's daughter) 
 

Traveling 
Burke Connolly 
Jael Garner 
 

The complete prayer list is on the bulletin 
board. 
 

James 5:16 
Therefore confess your sins to each other and 
pray for each other so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective. 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The Ladies bible study will be held Tuesday, 
at 10:30 am in the fellowship room.  We are 
studying "God's Commandments Old and 
New Testament".  Our time together will 
include prayer and songs of praise.  You are 
welcome to join us. 

 

Continued… 
 
 I wish I knew why this happened here in 
central Illinois, but maybe the answer is 
found in what Jesus says to the church at 
Ephesus in Revelation 2:3-5 [NAS]: "I know 
your deeds and your toil and perseverance, 
and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and 
you put to the test those who call 
themselves apostles, and they are not, and 
you found them to be false; and you have 
perseverance and have endured for My 
name’s sake, and have not grown weary. 
But I have this against you, that you have 
left your first love. Therefore remember 
from where you have fallen, and repent and 
do the deeds you did at first; or else I am 
coming to you and will remove your 
lampstand out of its place - unless you 
repent." 
    Maybe the reason so many of those 
congregations from my youth are now gone 
is because they got so caught up in 
"marking" those whom they felt were false 
teachers that they lost their first love, like 
Ephesus, and never repented. 
    It is true we need to keep the church 
pure, but as Jesus pointed out to the 
church at Ephesus, it becomes dangerous if 
that becomes our primary goal. When our 
focus is on the deeds of evil men, rather 
than on our first love, we tend to forget to 
evangelize the lost around us, which is 
what our first love, Jesus Christ, demands. 
    If I had but one wish, I think it would be to 
be able to go back in time to the 1960s and 
1970s and show these photos of what has 
become of those once thriving  
 

 

Men's meeting 
There will be a meeting of the men today at 

5:00pm.  You are encouraged to attend. 

 

 

congregations in central Illinois to those 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Maybe then they would have repented of 
their ways, and returned again to their first 
love. But since that isn't going to happen, I 
pray to God that I will not become so 
focused on the evil men of today that I, too, 
forget my first love to the point that the 
Lord will have to remove His lampstand yet 
again. 
 


