
   

VISITORSVISITORSVISITORSVISITORS    

     The presence of Jesus in the gathering of His people is the sweetest blessing we enjoy when we 

meet.  We pray that you will find peace, comfort, and power for living today.   

      A visitor’s card is provided in the book rack, to give us a record of your visit. 

 

SUNDAY      ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 

           Bible Study  10:00 AM  

          Worship   11:00 AM  Morning Worship       35       

  Evening        6:00 PM  Evening Worship          

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY     6:30 PM  Wednesday         18 

Fellowship Meal   12:30 PM  Contribution      $865.00 

(Every 1
st

 Sunday) 

Men’s Meeting       5:00 PM 

Last Sunday of every month) 

 

 

Visit our website at www.brunswickcoc.com 

Rick Massey, Minister 

pulpit@brunswickcoc.com 

 

 

 

910-454-0020 

Brunswick Church of Christ 

4934 Southport/Supply Rd 

PO Box 11032 

Southport, NC 28461 

 

TO OUR FRIENDS: 
 

        

MESSENGER FOR CHRIST 

 

    BRUNSWICK CHURCH OF CHRIST 

July 7, 2013 
                                    

          Superman and Jesus? 

                by Rubel Shelly  

 
     All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 

"The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" (which 

means "God with us") (Matthew 1:22-23 NIV). 

     Great stories combine the elements of tension between good and evil, heroism 

exhibited through sacrifice, and some version of triumphal resolution. Just think of the 

biblical stories you know from childhood — Noah's ark, Joseph in Egypt, or the Moses 

Saga. For that matter, think of the fairy tales you know — Cinderella, Little Red Riding 

Hood, or the Adventures of Pinocchio.  

     These stories draw us into the narrative of battles between hero and villain, make us 

writhe in suspense as the climactic scene unfolds, and allow us to celebrate the victory of 

good over evil. (Yes, I am fully aware that a great deal of modern storytelling creates "anti-

heroes" who generate sympathy for dark and devious characters. But that may be more a 

reflection of our contemporary ethical confusion than great literature that will survive the 

test of time.)  

      No less than Steven Spielberg — who spent four years on the Prince of Egypt animated 

movie that tells the Joseph story — has commented publicly on the facets of great 

storytelling that are consistent in Scripture. (Yes, he took liberties with the story. But he 

also accepted input from people ranging from Billy Graham to Rick Warren to keep the 

essence of the story intact.)  

        The Hollywood blockbuster currently setting records is Man of Steel, the latest version 

 of DC Comics' Superman franchise. And there has been lots of chatter about the biblical — 

you often hear "Christ-like" — allusions in the movie. Kal-El (by the way, "El" is Hebrew for 

God or deity) comes to Earth from another planet, lives with ordinary human parents, 

saves children from a bus crash at age 12, and faces his ultimate test at age 33. These 

parallels are hardly accidental.      Continued.... 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     “…The Churches of Christ salute you.”   Romans 16:16 

 

Continued.... 

     Don't bring Jesus down to the action-figure 

level. 

Warner Brothers even hired a public relations firm 

to make sure evangelicals got those parallels. 

They pursued several routes to urge pastors and 

discussion groups to get Man of Steel into their 

church services and Bible studies.  

     Let's be more realistic than to press the 

parallels too hard. I've always liked the Superman 

character because of the good-against-evil theme 

— with the good guy always winning. And the 

idea of being bullet-proof and flying . . . Okay. I'm 

not going to revisit my childhood further on those 

points.  

     Superman is simply a fictional "superhero" 

character whose history taps into the genres of 

action, suspense, and triumph. Superman — or 

Clark Kent, if you prefer — is simply a larger-than-

life human who fights against evil and celebrates 

the notion of human striving to make the world a 

better place. And that isn't Jesus.  

     Enjoy the movie, if you like such films. But, 

don't bring Jesus down to the action-figure level.  

     The Christian claim for Jesus is that Immanu-el 

(with us is God) has come to defeat evil in its 

ultimate form and to bring us into a relationship 

that extends beyond time and death into eternity 

and life with God.  

     The Greatest Story Ever Told is still just that. 

Period. 

   Via Heartlight.org 

 

God's Plan for Man 

Hear God's Word 

Heb. 11:6; Rom. 10:17 

Believe in Jesus 

Jn. 8:24 

Repent of Sins 

Lk. 13:3; 2 Cor. 7:10 

Confess Jesus' Name 

Mt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10; Mt. 16:15-16 

Be Baptized 

Mk. 16:15-16; Mt. 28:18-19; Acts 2:38, 41; 

Acts 22:16; Rom. 6:3-4 

Live Faithful until Death 

Mt. 10:22; Rev. 2:10 

 

The Bible study topic for Wednesday night:  A 

Chronological Study of the Life of Jesus 

Bible study starts at 6:30 PM. 
 

 
 

Opportunities to Serve 
 

   Today     07/14/13 

Welcome  Charlie Gamble    Albert Sturdivant 

Song Leader  John Bowling    Willie Gore 

Opening Prayer  Albert Sturdivant   Ed Williams 

Communion  *Charlie Gamble   *Leslie Bell 

   Ed Williams    Lynn Means 

Bill Bartlow    Albert Sturdivant 

Scripture Reading John Lloyd    John Bowling 

Speaker  Rick Massey    Rick Massey    

Closing Prayer  John Bowling    Charlie Gamble 

Nursery  Gloria Coldwell    Betty Bell 

Evening   Devotion    Willie Gore 

 
Please remember to pray for the sick, lonely, 

and especially anyone outside Christ. 
 

HEALTH   

Nancy Spencer 

David Wilson 

Melissa Weaver   
 

   

TRAVELING    

Williams Family 

Dosher Wilson Family 

Madison Caubel  

Bartlow Family 

 
 

 

 The complete prayer list is on the bulletin 

board.  

 

 

Birthdays in July 

 

Ruby Williams   15th 

Spud Spencer    15th 

Lelia Gore   16th 

Gary Garner   18th 

Christi Heeter   25th 

Lynn Means   26th 

Darien Hewett   29th 

 

Anniversaries in July 

 

Rick & Elaine Massey  13th 

Ed & Ruby Williams  16th 

 

 

We will have our fellowship meal today 

following the  worship service.   During 

this time, we will recognize the ones with 

birthdays and anniversaries in July.  

Everyone is invited to stay and enjoy a 

delicious meal with us.  

 


